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which are valuable to the scholars who undertake research
of various kinds. They describe economic conditions as they
saw without unnecessary bias. The following are the
important foreign travellers who visited the various parts of
the empire.

The Italian traveller, Nicolo Conti who came to the
city of Vijayanagara in 1420 A.D. or 1421 A.D. was the first
Europian visitor. The Persian ambassador Abdul Razzak
came to Vijayanagara at about the same time. Athanasius
Nikitin, the Russain trader spent some time in Deccan round
about 1470. The Portuguese sources are of critical
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Rayalaseema. The work of Durate Barbosa who was in India
from A.D. 1500 to about A.D. 1516 and the Chronicles of
Demango Paes, from A.D. 1520-22 and Farno Nuniz, who
spents three years in Vijayanagar (A.d, 1535-37) are of value
not only for the history of this period but also for the state
of administration and society at the time7. Tavemier the
French traveller who passed through Rayalaseema districts
Chittoor, Cuddaph and Kurnool gives us the vivid
descriptions of the safety of travel in existence and ttie
prevailing poor conditions of the roads and abudance of food
grains iri the region. He also visited the diamond mine at
Ramallakota and noticed the poor condition of the labour
there.
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